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Getting to know the
Breffni Academy of Florida.

Meet Michael O'Hara ADCRG, lead teacher at the growing

Breffni Academy in the Southern USA region. Denise Keane­

Gillette reports.

*1first met Michael O'Hara at the2006 Southern USAOireachtas

in Washington D.C.The region was

celebrating its 10th anniversary and

Michael, at that time, was the regional

chairperson. He welcomed IDM to the

event with a friendly display of "Southern

hospitality," making sure we were settled
in our new home (a.k.a., "the IDM stand")
for the duration of the event.

Fast forward one year, I saw Michael

again at the Southern Region Oireachtas

as we both were watching the Girls
under 8 competition. Michael's dancer,

Kaylee Brown, performed spectacularly

and ended placing fourth overall. During

the competition, he was cool, calm
and collected and exhibited a fantastic

mentor/teacher relationship with his
dancer. It's no wonder the Breffni students

I've met over the past couple of years

seem to adore their teacher. While chatting

with Michael, I learned he was awaiting

results from the adjudicator's exam and

has also just finished his term as regional
director. His enthusiasm for dance and the

growing Southern region was evident. So,

I was intrigued; how the seemingly "All

American boy" was drawn into the world of

Irish dancing? A little digging unfolded an

interesting life story.

When Michael was nine years old, he

started Irish dancing but quickly decided it

wasn't for him and quit after a few lessons.
A few years later his brother, Colum, saw

Irish dancers perform at a festival and

began taking classes with Peter Smith
(current President of An Coimisiun).

Michael, however, wanted no part of Irish

dancing, so he chose to stay home. Colum
went to his first Feis a few months later and

came home with two first place trophies .•••
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