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Michael O'Hara is the Southern Region Irish Dancing
Director. He lives in Miami with his wife and has built a giant
reputation for teaching dancers in the Miami region.
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An Coimisiun Ie Rinci Gaelacha certification requires
teachers to accurately teach and preserve, in correct rhythm
and timing, the basic steps in the core forms of Irish dance.

Dancer to Dancer 27
By Sidney Christman

Since my sister started dancing, the challenges and rewards
bring out the best in me. Seeing your sibling's accomplishments
can be just as thrilling as your own.
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Across The Black River-Kevin Burke is a master of the

highly ornamented Sligo style.
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By Ami]. Hooper
The prestigous vVestminister Dog Show held in New
York every year is host to the best breeders in the world.
American Kennel Club lists seven dogs ofIrish heritage.
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Profile:

Breffni School of Irish Dance
By Erin Reilly

One day, at age 10, my sister,
mother and I were at a dance

class in Elizabeth, New Jersey.
My sister was learning steps up on
the stage with one of the Peter Smith
School of Irish Dancing teachers,
Michael O'Hara. Michael was a kind yet
disciplined Irish dancing teacher whom
everyone liked. I guess my mother
caught me watching the lesson with
Michael. Suddenly, my mother grabbed
my hand and brought me up to Michael.
I was embarrassed at first, but Michael
focused on teaching me the steps, not
on how uncomfortable I was. Once I

realized that no one was fussing over
me, I began to enjoy the lesson.

This was my first real dancing lesson.
After this lesson I entered into the

competitive world of Irish dancing
full-force. I always look back on that
day and wonder; "If it wasn't Michael
that was teaching me, would I have
ever really gotten involved?" I don't
have the answer to that question, but I
know for certain that Michael's way of
teaching helped ease my transition to
learn dancing.

Today, Michael O'Hara is the Southern
Region Irish Dancing Director. He lives
in Miami with his wife and spends his
free time teaching dancers in the Miami
region. He was a great teacher when
he was a part of the Peter Smith School
and today, he stands as one of the most
influential Irish dancing teachers in the
Southern Region.

Hornpipe's interview with Michael
shows his path from the small boy
captivated by the love of the dance
to the internationally renowned Irish
dancing teacher and director of the
SOllthern Region.
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